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Bus and coach industry news

Date: 11 December 2007                                     Number: 4525                               Release: Now
Contrasts remain in November bus and coach figures
· Annual big bus registrations stable at 2,300 units, after drop of a quarter from 2006.
· Annual trend in big coach registrations at a seven year high, but may have peaked.
· Heavier mini buses and also midi buses still firmly on a robust four year growth trend.

· Volume for buses of 3.5 to 5t gvw possibly at a seven year high, up over 60% on 2006 total.
“November’s registrations continued to show the mixed fortunes typical of the sector this year”, said Christopher Macgowan, SMMT chief executive.   “At last we see the prospect of stability in the big bus sector, albeit after 12 months of a very sharp decline.   Big coaches have seen a substantial rebound since the regulatory distortions of 2006/07 cleared.   The rolling year volume is at a seven year high, just over 1,000 units, though it may not stabilise at that level.   At the lighter end of the bus sector, both the heaviest mini buses and midi-bus segments maintain their four year growth trends, though with doubts about durability”

Big buses and coaches – rolling year registrations December 2002 to November 2007
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If you have any questions, please call Robin Dickeson on +44(0)2 073 449 222

Mobile +44 (0)7 974 435 641    E-mail:   rdickeson@smmt.co.uk
Further tables and charts follow with more details of annual trends by gross vehicle weight & type.
October 2007 bus and coach registration data
	New bus and coach registrations in the United Kingdom – 2007

	
	November
	% change*
	YTD 2007
	% change*
	RYT
	% change*

	Total buses and coaches
	1,011
	19.2%
	11,322
	2.4%
	11,998
	0.3%

	Buses above 8.5t
	123
	- 21.7%
	2,128
	- 22.4%
	2,292
	- 23.7%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Single-deck buses:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	minibuses to 3.5t
	397
	6.1%
	3,710
	- 18.1%
	3,992
	- 19.3%

	3.5 – 8.5t
	443
	61.7%
	4,376
	59.1%
	4,560
	56.9%

	8.5 – 16t
	39
	- 46.6%
	972
	 - 17.9%
	1,034
	- 16.3%

	16t +
	37
	- 27.5%
	675
	- 10.4%
	718
	- 16.3%

	Single-deck buses total
	916
	18.7%
	9,733
	5.6%
	10,304
	3.6%

	16t + double-deck buses
	47
	42.4%
	481
	- 40.2%
	540
	- 40.6%

	All buses
	963
	19.6%
	10,214
	1.9%
	10,844
	- 0.1%

	All coaches
	48
	11.6%
	1,108
	6.7%
	1,154
	3.8%

	Coaches 3.5 – 16t
	3
	- 25.0%
	101
	- 29.5%
	109
	- 31.9%

	Coaches 16t+
	45
	15.4%
	1,007
	12.5%
	1,045
	9.8%


The statistics in the above table are based on all vehicles registered in the UK with a bus and coach body.   The data covers all vehicles, from minibuses to double-deck buses and coaches.

Notes

Source: SMMT MVRIS Reports (NR3-BC)
*NB: Percentage changes are on the same period a year before
YTD: Year-to-date
RYT: Rolling year total
Key annual trends in the UK bus and coach new registration markets

Annual trends – rolling year totals for months from December 2002 to 2007
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SDBuses: Single-deck buses

DDBuses: Double-deck buses

Analysis based on SMMT’s MVRIS – 

Bus and coach report NR3B&C
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